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Feel The Excitement??????????????
President Wells and the NCACBSS are planning an educational and fun time at the
Annual Social Services Institute, that will be held October 18-20, at the Hickory
Convention Center…We hope to see you there as we come together, share ideas, and
leave with an impactful collection of information to utilize in serving our counties
most vulnerable citizens.

See you in Hickory!
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http://www.ncacbss.org
for the following NCACBSS
information:
Legislative Updates
Advocacy Updates
Calendar
Member Benefits




2017 SOCIAL SERVICES INSTITUTE October 18-20, 2017
Registration is NOW OPEN! Register Early for the Early Bird discount.
DEADLINE TO REGISTER:
Oct. 2, 2017
The Social Services Institute (SSI) has become the premier event for professionals in the field of
Human/Social Services! Staff and Trainers from across the state will convene in Hickory for this
relevant, three-day event full of educational, professional development and networking
opportunities. Highlights of this year's Institute include:
NOTE: The Courtyard, Fairfield Inn and the Hampton Inn are all booked up.
Door Prizes! *Training for Social Service Board Of Directors *Training for Supervisors
*Annual Networking Events/Dance *Sponsor Exhibits and Local Craft Vendors
...and much more
Refund/Cancellation Policy:
Request for refunds, must be submitted
via email (clamb@ncacdss.org), and received prior to October 2, 2017, to be considered.
No refunds or cancellations will be accepted (or granted) after this date.
Questions? Please contact: Jesica Averhart, C.E.P.
919.995.8498 - mobile jesica@sesa-events.com
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Governor Cooper Announces Bold Action Plan to Turn the Tide of
the Opioid Epidemic in North Carolina
Opioid-related Overdose Deaths up more than 800% in NC since
1999
The Next NCACBSS Quarterly
Board Meeting will be Friday,
Friday, August 11, 2017
Burlington, NC
Cutting Board Restaurant
10:00 am-2:00 pm
AGENDA
President Betsy Wells, Presiding
10:00 Welcome & Introductions
10:14 Approval of Agenda
10:15 Report from the Division of
Social Services -Michael Becketts, Asst.
Sect-DHHS
10: 45 Lobbying /Consortium
Sharnese Ransome, NCADSS Executive
Director- 2017 General Assembly
Report, John Metcalf, Lobbyist
11: 30 Reports from NCACDSS
Donna Fayko, NCADSS President
11:45 Social Services Institute 2017Hickory, Clayton Gaskins, 1st Vice Pres.
Oct 18—21, 2017—Convention Center
Mary Perkins-Williams
12:00 Lunch
12:20 (cont.) 2017 Social Services
Institute-Hickory, Clayton Gaskins, 1st
Vice President, Oct 18—21, 2017—
Convention Center- Mary PerkinsWilliams
12:40 NCACBSS Website
Pam Jenkins, Webmaster and
Mary Accor, Newsletter
12:55 Minutes, Tara Fikes, Secretary
1:05 Treasurer’s Report/Budget
Jim Sides, Treasurer
1:15 Committee Report—Nominating
Bill Scarlett, Past President
1:30 2017 -18 NCACBSS Strategic Plan
Tom Collins, 2nd Vice-Chair &
Committee
1:45 Concerns/Burning Issues
Board
2:00 Adjournment

RALEIGH
Jun 27, 2017

Governor Roy Cooper today kicked off the Opioid
Misuse and Overdose Prevention Summit and
announced North Carolina’s Opioid Action Plan.
Opioid overdose has claimed more than 12,000 lives in
North Carolina since 1999, with opioid-related
overdoses deaths up more than 800 percent in the state
through 2016. Gov. Cooper today joined Department of Health and Human Services Secretary
Mandy Cohen, M.D., to announce a plan to fight opioid abuse and overdose deaths. The plan is the
product of input from many partners and sets strategies to reduce the number of deaths and
measure progress.
In 2016, opioid-related deaths in North Carolina were up by 20 percent from the previous year,
according to DHHS data. If that rate continues, by 2021 North Carolina would expect to lose more
than 1,500 additional lives per year to opioid overdose.
“North Carolina is losing lives to opioids, an addiction that ravages physical and mental health,
hurts families and communities, and holds back our economy,” Governor Cooper said. “This plan
gives us a path to reduce these deaths and turn the tide on this crisis.”
Governor Cooper serves on the President’s Commission on Combating Drug Addiction and the
Opioid Crisis. Other speakers at the two-day summit include Attorney General Josh Stein, leaders
from the Centers for Disease Control, and experts from numerous organizations across North
Carolina working to reduce the opioid epidemic.
“I thank Gov. Cooper and Sec. Cohen for focusing more attention on the opioid crisis with today’s
summit,” said Attorney General Stein, who will speak at the summit Wednesday. “As a state, we
must work together to prevent people from becoming addicted to these dangerous drugs, treat those
who are and give law enforcement the tools they need to go after the traffickers who are profiting
off the death and misery of others.” Following Governor Cooper’s announcement, Secretary Cohen
presented an overview of the plan’s strategies and applauded the collaboration among the nearly
600 attending the summit. She noted that the epidemic will require partnerships from many sectors
and will need to be well funded and resourced to be successful.
“We have a lot of work to do,” Secretary Cohen said. “The opioid crisis is a devastating and
complex issue that requires multi- faceted, collaborative action across the health, law enforcement,
education, business, non-profit and government sectors. We are all here today, to join together in
fighting this epidemic.”
About the Opioid Action Plan
The strategies outlined in the plan include:
 Reduce the oversupply of prescription opioids
 Reduce the diversion of prescription drugs and the flow of illicit drugs
 Increase community awareness and prevention
 Make life-saving naloxone widely available and link overdose survivors to care
 Expand treatment and recovery systems of care
The plan calls for measuring the effectiveness of these strategies based on results.
The Opioid Action Plan is a concise document that does not capture all the work happening around
the state to address the issue or the numerous partners involved. It is a living document that will be
updated as we make progress on the epidemic and encounter new issues and solutions.
(See action plan Page 4)
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SOCIAL SERVICES COMMISSION
The NC Social Services Commission (SSC) is a statutorily based body (G.S. 143B-153
thru 156). This Commission has the authority to establish rules for public assistance with
the exception of medical assistance; placement and supervision of delinquent children
and payment of necessary costs of foster home care for needy and homeless children;
payment of State funds to private child-placing agencies and residential child care
facilities for care and services provided to children in the custody or placement
responsibility of a county department of social services; social services programs
established by federal legislation; implementation of portions of Title XX of the Social
Security Act; inspection and licensing of maternity homes; inspection and operation of
jails and local confinement facilities; and rules required by the federal government for
social services grants-in-aid.
Membership consists of one member from each congressional district. Members are
appointed by the Governor to serve for four-year terms.
Staff support for the Commission is provided by the Director of the Division of Social
Services, at the direction of the Secretary of Health and Human Services. The Division of
Social Services provides technical, clerical, logistical and other support for the work of the
Commission. The Attorney General's Office serves as legal counsel to the Commission.

Representative
Iris Carlton-LaNey
Sherry L. Womack
Theresa Judge
Drew Pledger, Chair
Larry Sharpe
Danielle McCoy
Samuel R. Ibrahim
Mark Marquez
Jarrod Lowery
Ray Beatty
Willa Wyatt
Robert Simmons
Thomas (Tom) Flores

City of Residence
Durham
Sanford
Kitty Hawk
Knightdale
Winston-Salem
High Point
New Hanover
Aberdeen
Pembroke
Sherrills Ford
Mars Hill
Charlotte
Goldsboro

Join NCACBSS and Get these Member Benefits












Opportunity to become part of a coalition of members to help support or defeat
legislation as appropriate during the legislative sessions.
Access to education and training programs.
Participation in an information network for members regarding issues affecting
the administration and financing of social services programs.
Participation in a forum for exchanging of information and ideas among their
fellow County Board Members.
Access to tools and help aids to local County Board Members.
Access to The Links Newsletter, distributed to members.
Access to the website, including exclusive member-only content, for easy access
to pertinent information.
Response to member needs via a strategic plan.
Access to your county representative on the Board with whom to share ideas,
bring issues, and share best practices.
Access to LBR resources.
Access to advocacy
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Adoption Services
Some foster children will never go back to their birth family. We are committed to the
principle that every one of these children deserves a "forever family". We have the firm
belief that a safe, permanent, and nurturing home can be found for any child who needs
one. We also firmly believe that we are responsible for enabling this. Adoption Services
are designed to find permanent homes for children and to provide support to the families
who adopt them.
Children waiting for adoption include: Children with special needs, such as physical,
mental, and emotional disabilities, Sibling groups and teenagers, and Minority children,
especially African American males
Many children available for adoption are eligible for monthly maintenance payments,
medical benefits, and other services. Adoption Assistance is available for all children
whose status and special needs meet certain criteria. Children who are considered
special needs include children with physical, mental, developmental, and emotional
disabilities as well as sibling groups, older children, and children of color. The child's
Department of Social Services determines individual eligibility based on specific criteria.
The agency then negotiates with adoptive parents to meet needs through an adoption
assistance agreement.
The monthly adoption assistance payment in North Carolina is computed on a graduated
level based on the age of the child. Most of North Carolina's 100 local county
Departments of Social Services have raised their rates to the following payment
structure:
$475.00 for children 0-5
$581.00 for children 6-12
$634.00 for children 13-18
Supplemental adoption assistance payments for HIV positive children are also available
and are set at the following level:
$800.00 per month/child with indeterminate HIV status
$1000.00 per month/child confirmed HIV-infected, asymptomatic
$1200.00 per month/child confirmed HIV-infected, symptomatic
$1600.00 per month/child terminally ill with complex care needs
Like most states, North Carolina utilizes an Adoption Exchange program called NC Kids
that serves to connect children needing homes to families wanting to adopt. Program
Consultants at NC Kids answer inquiries from families interested in the adoption process.
NC Kids also continually updates a web site to connect waiting children and families. Most
of the foster children available for adoption in North Carolina are on the web site, along
with a photo and a brief profile about the child or sibling group. The website may be
accessed by clicking of the Foster Child Adoption link, or from any internet-connected
computer at the following address: http://www.ncdhhs.gov/dss/adopt/index.htm.
If you would like more information about Adoption Services in North Carolina, contact the
NC Kids Adoption and Foster Care Network at 1-877 NCKIDS-1 (1-877-625-4371). You
may also contact your local county Department of Social Services.

Source-DHHS website
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Did You Know????????????

August is…

In both governmental and private audits, the state’s system
to protect vulnerable children was found wanting.
Source: North Carolina Health News

National Immunization
Month!

September is…
Childhood Cancer
Awareness Month
Healthy Aging Month
National Farm Safety &
Health Week (18-24)

October is…
National Breast Cancer
Month
Mental Illness
Awareness Week (1st
Full Week)
Red Ribbon Week (2331)

NCACBSS MISSION STATEMENT:
The mission of the North Carolina Association of
County Boards of Social Services is to inform, educate,
and empower Board members to become more aware of
their duties and responsibilities.

The Impact of the 2017-2019 State Budget on DHHS



Includes $2 million for new child-focused behavioral health crisis facilities and
$17 million for additional inpatient behavioral health beds at five hospitals across
the state



Continues the community paramedicine pilot program in three counties with
$350,000 in funding



Directs DHHS to establish a plan using Medicaid funds to reimburse county
paramedics for transportation to behavioral health facilities instead of emergency
departments



Provides additional resources for early childhood education using $3 million in
FY18 and $6.1 million in FY19 combined with $18.8 million in TANF block grants
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across both years to reduce the NC Pre-K waitlist



Provides an additional $1 million for 21 new positions over the next two years to
increase staff and improve timeliness of inspections at various adult care
facilities; appropriates over $100,000 in each year to fund background checks for
long term care staff



Provides additional state level resources for opioid and substance abuse
management, and redirects federal grants to specific opioid use treatment and
recovery services



Implements additional state level training, oversight, and corrective action plan
processes to help with county DSS Medicaid eligibility accuracy

o

Similar to the current process for Medicaid timeliness

o

Would also penalize counties by requiring repayment of Medicaid claims
resulting from inaccurate eligibility determinations

o

Would include annual audits beginning in 2019 and a DHHS-designed training
and certification program for county caseworkers



Reduces funding for LME/MCOs by $86.9 million in total ($31.5 million recurring)
in the first year and $90.6 million ($36 million recurring) in the second year

o

Some reductions reinvested in community services such as $2.5 million each
year for three-way behavioral health crisis beds

o

Reductions could be offset by up to $30 million in each year if the Medicaid
budget has a surplus



Provides $10.8 million in additional funds for NC FAST operations, maintenance
and system development, including a child welfare case management system



Sets aside $161,439 in FY 2018 and $3,229,695 in FY 2019 to implement the
Family/Child Protection & Accountability Act as passed in House Bill 630



Increases funding for community health centers by $7.5 million each year and
provides funds to local health departments to supplement local funding for
school nurses



Temporarily funds $5 million each year from the state for facilities that utilize
state-county special assistance funds; requires a 50% match from counties and
will expire the earlier of June 30, 2019 or when all state funds are expended



Provides $18.2 million from TANF block grants for training and personnel for
county DSS child welfare and protective services



Adjusts the child care subsidy allocation formula and requires counties with
higher demand and spending than their allocation to submit a plan to DHHS prior
to receiving additional funds
Source: NCACC

Legislature Overrides Cooper Veto of Budget
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Our Mission
Statement
CARING for CHILDREN,
Inc. seeks to nurture hope
and create safety in the
lives of children and
families in crisis by
providing high quality care,
shelter, education, and
treatment.

In 1998, CARING began a
collaborative effort with
the Junior League of
Asheville to develop the
Angels Watch
program. Angels Watch is
a short-term foster care
program that provides
care for children, age 0-6,
whose families are in
some type of crisis. While
CARING had been a
licensed foster care
agency for several years
and had used foster
parents in the Alternative
to Detention Program,
Angels Watch was
CARING’S first in-house
foster care program.

Recently the Cleveland County DSS Board lost two
board members due to term expirations. Both
members are priceless in their knowledge of
Social Services policy and procedures. Both are
also Past and present Presidents of NCACBSS.
Rev. William Thompson and Betsy Wells will
sincerely be missed on the Cleveland County DSS
board, but rest assured they will be somewhere
“holding up the banner”,and rallying for positive
change for DSS!

Thompson

Wells

Pictured:
DSS Director,
Karen Pritchard,
Rev. William
Thompson, Board
Chairman Betsy
Wells, and
Commissioner
Susan Allen

Foster Care Services
Angel’s Watch: A 24/7 family foster program in Buncombe County
that provides temporary in-home care for children who are age 0-6
(with siblings up to age 10), who are not in the custody of the
Department of Social Services, and whose families are temporarily
unable to care for them because of a crisis. As a result, children
remain safe and in a caring home outside of DSS custody until
parents/caregivers resolve the crisis.
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Quick Finds:
Directory of North Carolina County Departments of Social Services
https://ncdhhs.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/directory.pdf
Location
NC DHHS - Division of Social Services
Dorothea Dix Campus, McBryde Building
820 S. Boylan Avenue
Raleigh, NC 27603

NEXT
NEWSLETTER

Main Numbers
Phone: 919-527-6335
Fax: 919-334-1018

DEADLINE:
NOVEMBER 15TH

Child Support
919-855-4755

Please keep submitting newsletter information to
msaccor@carolina.rr.com
Let’s keep our newsletter growing!!!!!!!!!!
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